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State Department Official First 
Town Meeting Speaker
The distinguished G. Mennen 
Williams, former governor of 
Michigan and now Assistant Sec­
retary of State for African Af­
fairs, was a guest in the Atlanta 
University Center this past week.
Secretary Williams’ lecture was 
the first of a series of lectures 
to be given in connection with 
the Non-Western Studies 'Pro­
gram, which is under the direc­
tion of Dr. Arthur Banks of 
Morehouse College. The area un­
der study this year is Africa.
According to Mr. Williams, be­
fore the emergence of the inde­
pendent nations of Africa, few 
American Negroes neither knew 
anything about the continent nor 
were they very much interested 
in it. Now, we are concerned. We 
want to be identified with Africa 
and want to be known as Afro- 
Americans.
The tremendous progress of 
Africa, seen in the fact that 
twenty-nine countries gained 
their independence in twelve 
years, has been unequalled in 
history. But the significance has 
sometimes been lost in the tur­
bulence which accompanies in­
dependence in some countries.
Although the Africans are 
proud of their success, they real­
ize that the big job is still 
ahead. The economic level of the 
continent must be raised. The av­
erage per capita income is $130.00 
a year in some parts. The aver­
age literacy rate is fiften per­
cent. The basic economy is still 
agriculture and is only four per­
cent as productive as is agriculture 
in North America.
But through assistance from 
the free world and through the 
hard work of its natives, Africa
Odetta In
For almost 2000 Atlantans, a 
cold March day last year was 
warmed by the intense beauty and 
feeling of a great folk singer’s 
talents. The fabulous Odetta per­
formed at the Morehouse College 
Gymnasium and held an almost 
packed house enthralled for over 
two hours.
On Saturday evening, October 
19, Sid Davis, who introduced this 
outstanding artist to the city, will 
again present Odetta in concert at 
the Morehouse College Gym. Her 
program will range from work 
songs and sea chants to Negro 
spirituals and blues.
The rapidly shifting tides of 
American taste and the evergrow­
ing boom in folk music has failed 
to dim the spectacular talents of 
Odetta. On the contrary, she has 
gained in stature and is respected 
as one of the all-time greats in 
folk music.
The rave notices in the Atlanta 
daily newspapers and the Atlanta 
weeklies were literally overflow­
ing with praise for her perfor­
mance here. They ran the gamut, 
from words like, “. . . it was a 
great day for music lovers and 
soul felt singing . . . Odetta has 
found a new home in Atlanta,” 
to “There are many folk singers 
today, but only one Odetta . . . 
the audience plainly wanted 
jnore.”
is making progress. The Gross 
National Product has increased 
all over the continent. Most re­
markable is Ghana with a forty- 
nine percent increase. The number 
of children in elementary schools 
has tripled in some countries.
In most African countries, the 
political structure resembles that 
of the nation which colonized it. 
African socialism where it ex­
ists is distinct, in that private 
enterprise still counts for the 
largest part of the economy.
Africa has withstood commun­
ism. Though there have been 
many invitations for students to 
study in communist countries, 
and offers to extend credit, there 
are few legal communist parties, 
and the communist influence is 
only strong in South Africa. The 
African is determined to maintain 
his independence. After breaking 
away from one form of colonial­
ism he does not intend to suc­
cumb to another.
The ideas for a united Africa 
vary greatly from country to 
country. Some national leaders 
envision a United States of Af­
rica, while others hope for an 
association of all African coun­
tries. But whether separately or 
united, the nations of Africa will 
play a vital part in future world 
politics. We ignore them at our 
peril.
Fortunately, the African na­
tions share our love for freedom 
and feel good-will toward us. 
The United States can, therefore, 
use its power in associating free­
ly with these new nations, rec­
ognizing their status and joining 
with them in an attempt to 




Tickets for this outstanding 
event are now on sale in the Dean 
| of Women’s Office. Prices range
FRESHMEN TALENT WINNERS, pictured from left to right: Eleanor 
Hanks, Andrea Frye, Adrienne Lanier, Karen Davenport, Cheryl 
Pride, Valerie Greene, Carol Boddie, Gail King.
College Sex Life Discussed:
Mrs. Moreland First Speaker
The first discussion session on 
the problems of love, sex, and 
marriage was held on Monday 
evening, October 1, at 7:00 p. m. 
The discussion series is being 
conducted on an experimental 
basis here this year. Cooperation 
of students and active participa­
tion is needed to make the ses­
sions successful. The program is 
under the direction of Mrs. Sa­
die Allen, in collaboration with 
Dean Olivers, Mrs. Rena Craig, 
Josephine Dunbar, Joyce White 
and Patricia Johnson. The next 
session will be held October 14th.
The inductory session was con­
ducted by Mrs. Lois Moreland. 
Her presentation consisted of 
ideas from various sources about 
“Sex on the Campus”. Statistics 
were given concerning the rate 
of female students who drop out 
of college because of marriage 
at the age of -twenty or younger. 
The general causes and effects of
the existing “mania” to get mar­
ried were given in relation to our 
society. One reason given by 
many sociologists for this recent 
craze is that women seek to 
make up for loss of love in their 
homes by engaging in premari­
tal sexual relationships. This 
produces consequently insecurity 
in the marriages which leads to 
an enormous number of divorces.
The most exhilarating part of 
the session was the period of 
discussion that followed the main 
presentation. Students were en­
couraged to express their ideas 
without fear of repercussions or 
regard for what others might 
conclude of their personal habits 
from their opinions. Although the 
problems of sex, love and marri­
age were not resolved by the 
discussion, we received an inter­
esting cross-section of thoughts. 
Representatives of the African 
society were present and gave us 
an idea of the manner in which 
they deal with pre-marital sex.
One conclusion was drawn 
from the observation of the prob­
lems of love, sex and marriage 
in the American and African so­
cieties. It appears that the chief 
aim in our society is to make an 
impression on our neighbors; 
however, as one of the African 
students stated, one of the best 
rules of government in love, sex, 
and marriage, is to respect one- 
self rather than society — be 
true to yourself.
At the present time these ses­
sions on marriage are limited 
only to the Spelman community, 
in order to obtain a more re­
laxed atmosphere. I, personally, 
encourage more Spelmanites to 
attend -these discussions. I assure 






from $3.75 for center section re­
served seats to unreserved bleach­
er seats at $3.25 and $2.25.
10/17 Somebody Up There 
Likes Me
10/24 Peyton Place
10/31 Return to Peyton Place
11/ 7 300 Spartans
11/14 Desire Under the Elms
12/12 Sweet Bird of Youth
1/9/64 World of Suzie Wong
1/30 Mr. Hobbs Takes A 
Vacation
2/13 Adventures of a Young 
-Man




Selma, Alabama, located on the 
bluffs of the Alabama River, has 
been the setting for recent local 
tyranny in the form of police 
brutality, beatings, and arrests of 
its Negro citizens. Unrest began 
with the arrival of SNCC and 
its project in the winter of last 
year. The first demand made was 
for the right to vote. In Dallas 
County, only '0.9 percent of the 
eligible Negroes are registered to 
vote, even though they comprise 
57.7 percent^of the population.
Counteracting SNCC is the 
White Citizen’s Council, presided 
over by the president of one of the 
largest manufacturing companies 
in Selma. Most of its members are 
a part of a special posse whose 
main objective is to hinder pro­
gress of the civil rights move­
ment in Selma. United States 
Armed Forces Defense Bases 
have supported the status quo in 
Selma by patronizing segregated 
facilities in this segregated com­
munity. Government contracted 
companies, like the Clover Leaf 
Cream, supply dairy products to 
Craig Air Force Base.
Mass arrests have been made 
in the last month alone for pick­
eting, schools, stores, and the 
courthouse. On September 25, 
John Lewis, Chairman of SNCC, 
and 26 other students from the 
all-Negro Selma University were 
arrested as they picketed the 
county courthouse in demanding 
“One Man - One Vote”.
Americus
Negroes make up over 50 per­
cent of the population of Amer­
icus, Georgia, located deep in 
the Black Belt, in Sumter Coun­
ty. Like Selma, Americus has 
been the site of recent racial 
tension. On August 8, SNCC 
workers Don Harris, Ralph Al­
len, and John Per dew, were 
charged with “inciting to insur­
rection”, a capital felony which 
carries the death penalty (Geor­
gia Code 26-902). The judge re­
fused to set bonds for the SNCC 
workers, although subsequently 
eight peace bonds, totalling $12,000 
were lodged against the three.
The Federal government does, 
however, have the power to inter­
vene in such a case as was shown 
by Dr. Howard Zinn, former his­
tory professor at Spelman College, 
in a special letter to the New York 
Times dated September 19. As 
John Lewis, SNCC Chairman 
stated:
If these three young men must 
remain in jail for two-four years, 
until the case reaches the Su­
preme Court, it will rest on the 
conscience of every American 
who failed to urge immediate 
federal prosecution of Surfter 
County officials.
Wanda Waples
tage Z THE SPELMAN SPOTLIGHT October 17, 1963
SPOTLIGHT STAFF
Editor-in-Chief—Ida Rose McCree 
Associate Editor—Georgianne J. Thomas 
Business Manager—Gloria Knowles
News Department—Wanda Waples, Bernette Joshua, Phoebe Bailey, 
Bernice Dowdy, Yvonne Weatherly
Feature Department—Joanne Merry, Nelda King, Charles E. White, 
Leronia Stokes
Typists—Cheryl Pride, Betty Stokes, Eleanor Hinton, Gloria Knowles, 
Thelma Price
Proofreading—Kercenna MicChristion, Eleanor Hinton, Betty Milson, 
Elizabeth Murray, Liz Murray, Juanita Price, Betty Stokes, 
Veronia Stokes, Nelda King
Circulation Managers—Barbara Glover, Wilhemena Richardson 
Cartoonists—Carolyn Simmons, Mary Ann Gaither 
Advisor—-Mrs. Juanita Toomer
Creativity, Student Discourse
A STATEMENT OF POLICY
Positive action is our key. Intellectual stimulation is our 
goal. As editor of the Spotlight, I propose that the newspaper 
aim at positive expression in its coverage of all issues this 
year, non-controversial as well as controversial ones. It is 
my task, then, to encourage a positive attitude toward these 
issues, in keeping with the objective approach which all facets 
of the college have proposed to use this year in their programs 
of action.
What is a positive attitude? Needless to say, we, as human 
beings, are naturally unsatisfied. Nevertheless, we, as intelli­
gent persons, as students, aspiring to grow intellectually and 
to become greater through this maturation process, must 
realize the necessity for offering not only negative criticism 
of all things, but also, simultaneously, positive suggestions 
for improvement and steps to be used in applying these .sug­
gestions. Any group which thinks negatively all of the timé 
falls into a pit of negativeness, untouched by the light of in­
telligent pursuit of the excellent.
Regarding controversial issues, particularly, it will be the 
policy of the newspaper this year to welcome student opinions 
both pro and con on any issue. In view of the fact that we are 
aiming at promoting greater proficiency among students in 
the skills of argument and logical discourse, and because our 
editorial space is limited, we must restrict the editorial 
section of the student newspaper to students. Such a battle 
of intellect is both stimulating and educationally challenging 
to any college community. However, in view of its larger 
goal, a goal of intellectual stimulation through positive ex­
pression, the newspaper reserves the right to limit the extent 
of this coverage, when the attainment of the larger goal is 
being inhibited.
Unlimited student discourse and creativity are sanctioned 
and promoted by this newspaper which is the students’ voice. 
The newspaper solicits contributions from students and en­
courages these students to use their critical, analytical 
thought for producing articles and editorials worthy of being 
called, collectively, the work of a body of intelligent persons, 
anxious to know, feeling the anguish and pain which come 
from striving to attain the best that college has to offer; 
but possessing, too, the courage of conviction and the forth­
rightness to withstand these ills for the goals which they 
have set for themselves.
Lomax says in his article, “Young Negroes Aren’t Ready,” 
which appeared in the Saturday Evening Post recently, that 
we, as Negro college students in the South, are ill-prepared 
to meet the challenges of today’s society, to fill the positions 
which desegregation in some places has already provided. 
Then, King says, “I have a dream that one day ...” freedom 
will ring all through this land. But how are we to bridge the 
gap between the challenge of King and the accusation of 
Lomax? One aspect of this solution rests with us now. It is 
up to us as college students to start now undertaking the 
task of becoming ready. It is up to us here, as college students, 
to play our siginificant roles in making this “dream” of a 
better nation, a nation true to her ideals, become a reality. 
It is up to us to deliberate no longer, to procrastinate nc 
longer.
One effective step in this direction (in this positive di­
rection, I might add), is effective, rousing student express­
ion. This entails much more than putting words down on pa­
per at random. It demands rational, decisive thinking on the 
part of the writer which will provide an incentive, a cogent 
invitation for the exercise of similar action on the part of 
the reader.
To repeat, positiveness, in the sense of affirmative and 
constructive action, is our key; intellectual stimulation of 
our student body is the newspaper’s goal for this year. Help 
us to reach this goal through your participation and support.
Ida Rose McCree j
oLetterA to the Editor
Dear Editor:
I was very distressed to find 
upon my return to the campus 
this fall that Dr. Howard Zinn, to 
whom Spelman College owes so 
much of its present more modern 
and progressive character, had 
been dismissed quite abruptly and 
completely without warning at 
the end of the 1963-64 school year. 
In plainer terms, Dr. Zinn was 
fired and received notice of this 
fact on the very same morning 
that he and his family were to 
leave the campus presumably for 
the summer vacation.
As one who watched with keen 
interest the developments of the 
movement for civil rights on this 
campus I cannot but wonder if 
this action on the part of the col­
lege against Dr. Zinn does not 
testify to what was said in many 
a stormy session last spring on 
“liberty at Spelman,” that free­
dom of expression and of dissent 
do not, indeed, exist at Spelman.
I sincerely hope, as we must 
all hope, in order to justify our 
own presence on this campus that 
my conjecture is, by some miracle, 
the wrong one. Nevertheless, I can 
but conclude from the facts pre­
sented that the dismissal of Dr. 
Zinn at such an opportune and, 
in many ways, cruel time, after 
the students and faculty as well 
had left the campus for the sum­
mer, that the action against him 
was not only premeditated but 
also a direct result of his militant 
efforts to aid the student body in 
obtaining those same personal 
rights for which men have died. 
His competency as a teacher is not 
to be questioned; his character 
speaks for itself. His contract with 
the college had not ended — why 
then was he dismissed on the very 
date of his departure for the sum­
mer vacation? Is it true that 
faculty members are not to speak 
their minds as well?
It was Dr. Zinn who was in­
strumental in instituting the ex­
change program and the Non- 
Western studies course. It was he 
who advised the Social Science 
Club and Spelman leaders like 
Herschelle Sullivan and Marian 
Wright during the time of the 
sit-ins in the Atlanta public 
libraries and state houses. It is 
the writing of Dr. Zinn on the 
Negro movement in general and 
the Negro student movement in 
the South in particular that is 
about the best in the country, 
being both intelligent and objec­
tive. It was to Dr. Zinn’s classes 
that all really serious and inquir­
ing students [in the social scien­
ces] aspired to attend. Finally 
it was to Dr. Zinn that each per­
son on this campus was truly an 
individual and infinitely more im­
portant than a new building or a 
smooth green lawn.
I am not sorry for Dr. Zinn in 
the usual sense of the word; the 
world takes care of its own and 
history favors great men — the 
more injustices overcome and pro­
fited from, the greater the per­
sonality. I am sorry, though, for 
us, as a group of presumably ma­
ture and civilized individuals; if 
we can settle down to “business 
as usual” with only a second 
thought to what we have lost and 
to what we have become in the 
process of forgetting our loss too 
quickly. How many of us, I won­
der, are still familiar with the po­
em which begins—“I have to live 
with myself, and so, I want to be 
fit for myself to know . . .”
Let us never exchange personal 
values and beliefs for complacency 
or comfort for conscience. Self­
gain comes to nothing if in the 
process of gaining the world one 
loses his soul. Let us not desert 
the battle because a leader has 
moved to another part of the field; 
it was for us, the student body, 
Spelman College itself, that Dr. 
Zinn fought. We have accepted a 
debt which is fast becoming over-
SSGA PRESIDENT 
SPEAKS
AN OPEN LETTER TO 
STUDENTS
BETTY STEVENS
Women of Spelman College, 
this is “a letter from a region in 
my mind.” There are many 
things that I would like to say 
to you. I will say only a few of 
those things now — the other 
things I will say later. Eventual­
ly, I will say them all.
So far, I can honestly say that 
it has been a real pleasure to be 
your president. I have enjoyed 
planning your activities, articu­
lating your needs and even lis­
tening to your criticisms.
The Spelman Student Govern­
ment is a means by which we 
give expression to the general 
will and improve the life we are 
now leading. Because our com­
munity government is composed 
of students, we have special goals
due. Let us all, finally, stand to­
gether in some positive action to 
have him reinstated at Spelman.
This letter is not meant as an 
accusation, though it will likely 
be taken as such; it is written 
not in anger, but from regret. It 
is my intention to rumple the 
complacency of my Spelman sis­
ters so that if they do not share 
my regret they can, at least, pro­
perly appreciate our loss.
Sincerely,
Alice Walker
and responsibilities. The Council’s 
job is to define and articulate 
these goals and responsibilities. 
It is the responsibility of the 
Council to be sensitive to the 
body. The Student Council seeks 
to satisfy student intellectual and 
social interests by its program 
of activities, planned in cooper­
ation with the Men of More­
house.
This year the student leaders 
have many plans, plans that can 
only move from the realm of 
paper to the realm of practice 
with your cooperation and faith.
Let me emphasize this one 
point — the Student Council is 
a body with limited power. This 
you must keep in mind always. 
There is much that we as stu­
dents cannot do, yet there is just 
as much that we can do. We hope 
this year to work effectively in 
those areas of complete and par­
tial control.
(Only the weak and the inse­
cure fear criticisms and we feel 
that our government falls into 
none of these categories.)
This year, the student govern­
ment will be what you, the wo­
men of Spelman College, make 
it. It cannot succeed without you 
—and without you it will surely 
fail.
There is something else in this 
region of my mind that I feel 
compelled to share with you. It 
concerns the question that many 
of you have posed to me. “Why 
was Dr. Zinn fired?” (To the 
members of the freshman class, 
Dr. Zinn is probably just a name. 
To the members of the sopho­
more, junior and senior classes, 
he is a brilliant professor who is 
admired, respected, loved, by all 
Spelman students.) You asked 
this question because you wanted 
an answer. I regret to say that 
I cannot satisfy your curiosity 
and concern. I do not hire and 
fire. However, I, too, have asked 
this question, but I have not 
been able to receive an answer 
either.
Even though the student does 
not hire and fire the professor, 
the student is greatly concerned
(Continued on Page 4)
Exchange Article From Morehouse
Strictly Speaking
By CHARLES JACKSON, JR.
Some may be reluctant to admit it, but college days are 
the best and probably the most profitable days in one’s life. 
In no other business can one invest so little and reap such 
grand benefits. In no other world than that of the college 
world can the individual profit unlimitedly academically, so­
cially and morally.
Few people realize how power­
ful the weapon of education really 
is. It is more powerful than 
money, more powerful than pro­
perty or any other material goods 
such as these. I say this because 
in our day education is the basic 
means to these ends. And by edu­
cation I don’t mean just “educa­
tion” — I mean good education 
which can only be obtained by 
attending an institution intent 
upon demanding competence from 
its students.
Lack of education is the prim­
ary reason why we, as Negroes, 
have made so little progress in 
the last century. The Civil Rights 
Movement is a good means of ob­
taining an end, but it is1 triv­
ial when weighed against what 
we really need. We need to be 
educated — educated in every 
field and every discipline. Now 
don’t think that when I put the 
“-ed” on educate that I mean 
education at some point stops.
No. This is the mistake of many 
students today — the high school 
graduate, the college graduate and 
on up the line. “Once a student, 
always a student” is the war yell. 
One must never put a stop to 
learning, in school, out of school, 
or in the professions.
So much emphasis on the word
education is likely to cause a 
multitude of frowns. I am not 
advocating that one should 
mechanize himself and dedicate 
himself to the proposition that all 
men should become bookworms. 
This is hardly my point. The line 
of education extends far and wide 
and, because of its extent, goes 
far beyond the realm of books.
In my mind, the well-educated 
man should strive for excellence 
in a three-fold manner: academic­
ally, socially, and morally. All 
three of these facets need to be 
integrated into the whole concept 
of education. The scholar who ex­
cels academically and morally is a 
failure if he fails socially. The 
moralist without education is an 
ignoramus even if he is at the 
top of the social level. The man 
who reaches the top socially, by 
inheritance for example, is a fail­
ure if he is uneducated or has 
no morals or both.
The process of “being educated” 
is not enough. He who is educated 
must act. If he is a leader, he 
should lead with determination, 
with courage and with some 
material goal in mind. If he is a 
follower, he should follow with 
awareness, with good sense, and 
with the desire to achieve. He is
(Continued on Page 4)





J OA N N E-
The Water Color Club of At­
lanta is now sponsoring an ex­
hibit at Lenox Square. The exhibit 
includes not only water colors, 
but oils, graphics, encaustics and 
sculptures in both clay and wood. 
It appears to be one of the largest 
held in Atlanta and has its share 
of both professional and amateur 
works.
Art majors, instructors and stu­
dents in general are happy to see 
Spelman’s Fine Arts Building 
coming along so rapidly. I had 
hoped that it would be finished 
before the end of the year, but 
as of now I have not heard the 
date of its completion. Perhaps, 
once it is finished, more students 
will be motivated to display their 
creative talents. The old art 
studios are sorely lacking in many 
of the necessities for good work, 
but I understand that the new 
building will be well equipped for 
those who are interested.
The Bank of Georgia, Davison’s 
and The Junior League of Atlanta 
are sponsoring the Eighteenth 
Southeastern Annual Exhibition 
at the Atlanta Art Association, 
1280 Peachtree Street N. E. very 
soon. The preview of the showing 
will be Wednesday, October 9, 
1963 from 8 until 11 p.m.
Sunday, September 29, 1963,
Abby Hall had its annual Art Tea. 
This is the affair at which Abby 
residents select the pictures they 
will have in their rooms for the 
year. The collection, donated by 
Mr. Laurence Rockefeller for use 
in the rooms of Abby, contains 
color reproductions of painting 
from many periods. At a glance 
any art student should have been 
able to pick out works by such 
famous people as Dali, Picasso, 
Degas, Renoir, Raphael, and Ma­
tisse. Abby-ites had the pleasure 
of hearing Mr. Edwin Cerney of 
our department discuss the visual 
arts in general and a few of the 
paintings in particular.
The Atlanta Art Association has 
exhibits which change periodic­
ally. Check the calendar in Laura 
Spelman.
Until later . . .
Jamaica Cast in 1961 Production
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POCUS ON JAZZ
Hello! It’s good to have you jazz 
enthusiasts back again. For you 
new readers, I’ll explain that this 
is not a critical appraisal of art­
ists or records. It is merely my 
opinion coupled with a bit of 
what’s going on in the world of 
Jazz.
It’s unfortunate that we do not 
have an opportunity to be exposed 
to more of the lesser-known, 
amateur musicians, for in some 
cases, they hold the future of jazz 
in general in their hands (or 
rather, in their instruments). The 
nearly impromptu session held 
September 21 in Read Hall was 
a great beginning for us. It seem­
ed to go over well with the stu­
dents and I, for one, hope this 
can be more than an occasional 
thing on our campus. We are 
fortunate to have, within our 
grasp, in the University Center, 
musicians who are more than 
capable and who can really ex­
press themselves. Give them a 
boost; let them know we like them 
and want them back again. They 
want to be HEARD!
Jazz is no longer confined to 
the United States and this is a 
good thing. In the past few years, 
almost every country in the world 
has brought jazz to the front 
ranks. Music has been proven to 
be a common ground for coun­
tries who disagree greatly in other 
areas; and jazz, in appealing to 
younger people, seems to help 
make way for a more relaxed 
relationship between these coun­
tries. Popular magazines have 
widely publicized the State De­
partment-sponsored trips by such 
greats as Louis Armstrong and 
Benny Goodman. Too few have 
taken note of the festivals in many 
other countries. This past sum­
mer, the Jimmy Smith Trio 
(whom we had the pleasure to 
see and hear last year) traveled 
to Belgium to play at an annual
(Continued on Page 4)
Jamaica ^Jo (tde 
¡^resented dlere
It was announced in the spring 
that the Atlanta-Morehouse-Spel- 
man Players have been selected 
to entertain the American serv­
icemen stationed in Germany and 
France. For this tour the players 
have chosen to recreate the mu­
sical “Jamaica” which was first
presented on this campus in the 
spring of 1961. Before their de­
parture, however, the players 
will present “Jamaica” once more 
on the Spelman campus. The 
musical will open for the general 
public on October 17 at 8:0O«p.m., 
in Howe Hall and will play 
through October 19. If Spelman 
students would like a sneak pre­
view, dress rehearsals will be 
open to them on October 15 and
16.
The cast includes Brenda 
Boyd and Lois Weston who will 
alternate in the female leads, 
Johnny Powell, male lead, Eu­
gene Harris, Marcelite Jordan, 
Alberta Harris, Carolyn Craw­
ford, Carmen Fennoy, Leonard 
Hines, Albert Sloane, David 
Fraction, Homer Edwards, and 
Baldwin Burroughs. Several of 
these people were in the original 
production — Lois Weston, Mar­
celite Jordan, Judith Allen, Nel- 
da King, Johnny Popwell, and 
Albert Sloane. The group is for­
tunate to have John Price to ac­
company it. It will be remem­
bered that Price played for the 
last production in 1961.
The Players’ itinerary is not 
yet definite. However, it is 
thought that they will perform 
in some of the following Ger­
man and French cities — Ham­
burg, Heidel’burg, Munich, Ver­
dun, and Paris — for these 
places were visited by another 
group taking a similar tour. In 
any case, the tour promises to 
be a lot of hard work, but also 
a lot of fun.
Do come out to see “Jamaica” 
and give your best wishes to 
the group. They will leave the 
United States on November 4, 
for a seven-week touring sched­
ule and will have a week’s de­





I sat alone in lonely distress
For I expected a letter today,
The mailman stopped only for minutes 
Then immediately he went away.
You never can guess my heartache 
The pressure that flooded my heart 
When I checked the empty mail box 
And found no mail to depart.
Before I knew what hit me
The tears began slowly to fall
The days passed slowly without you 
I need a letter, that’s all!
So please consider my loneliness
Have pity on your lonely little dove 
Send me a line soon, dear,
Please hurry, hurry, my love.
Willing to help, quick to aid 
Never possessive, though aggressive 
Always encouraging, never discouraging 
He’s lovable that’s progressive.
Patrice
A CONTEMPLATION
Through each lonely street
Filled with chattering echoes 
Rattle the empty souls
Inside each lonely house
Unreal voices make bright noises 
Of toned meaninglessness
Inside each lonely being
Seeps the icy unheard presence 
Of the invisible wall




The Spelman College library 
has many new books this semes­
ter, so many in fact, that I had 
a very difficult time in deciding 
which'ones to tell you about. All 
of them seem very interesting 
and they represent a wide vari­
ety of subject matter. In the 
coming issues of the newspaper, I 
shall endeavor to develop some 
scheme for selecting the books 
by different authors in different 
fields of interest. As for now, I 
have tried to choose books that 
should be of interest to all of us.
The first is a study by Lechter, 
Rapier, Seibert and Sklansky, 
The Drop Outs. It is concerned 
with the students who leave high 
school before graduation. (Forty 
per cent of American children 
become drop outs).
To those of you who are not 
familiar with John Oliver Kil- 
lens’ works, I must urge you to 
read And Then We Heard Thun­
der. Killens was born in Macon, 
Georgia, and once attended Mor­
ris Brown College. In addition to 
writing novels he writes for mo­
vies and television. His latest 
book, And Then We Heard Thun­
der, is a warm story about the 
Civii. War as seen through the 
eyes of a Negro. The central fig­
ure is an ambitious lad who 
came from Dry Creek, Georgia, 
to New York City, trying desper­
ately to become a part of the 
white man’s world.
At your leisure, browse around 
the library and become familiar 
with the wonderful worlds which 
can be explored through books.
Jeanne Terry
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“LOUIS LOMAX ISN’T READY’’
A critical analysis of his article in The Saturday Evening 
Post
I approached this article as I approach all those written 
by Louis Lomax — warily. While working at the Southern 
Regional Council as a junior research assistant when I had 
to be familiar with a great many facts concerning the Negro 
and civil rights, I found that a large percentage, perhaps 
65 per cent, of Lomax’s writings just couldn’t be believed 
since he was apparently writing without cross-checking his 
facts.
I never recommended any 
■article of his since I knew they 
had large areas of untrustworth­
iness and were often misleading 
as to conclusions, although they 
contained grains of truth. I had 
no reason to believe his way of 
presenting arguments and data 
had changed, and upon reading 
the article I found I was right.
I must admit that I have perhaps 
spent more time than necessary 
reading through current literature 
to find proof that his conclusions 
are not accurate. However, I feel 
very strongly that those of Us who 
are products of what Mr. Lomax 
condescendingly calls “ . . . Negro 
education. . .” doing service in 
the Negro community” have an 
obligation to present the truth.
From the very first, I found 
the article slanted toward sen­
sational overstatements and blan­
ket indictments. The . first thing 
that catches the reader’s eye is 
the title “YOUNG NEGROES 
AREN’T READY.” Only after X 
was halfway through the article 
did I discover that Mr. Lomax was 
talking about students in South­
ern, predominantly Negro colleges. 
This covers at best 71,000 state 
college students not enrolled in 
UNCF colleges and does not begin 
to include the 123,000 enrolled in 
white institutions. It also does not 
include the Negro youth who are 
trying to become skilled workers 
and technicians, despite the dis-
The "Y" 
Needs You
We, the Cabinet of the Young 
Women’s Christian Association, 
invite you to join us in the fun 
and excitement of a new year. 
Every student enrolled at Spel- 
man is automatically a member 
of our association. But not all of 
you are active card-carrying 
members. This, however, can 
easily be remedied. Just contact 
any of us or your dormitory rep­
resentative and, in no time at all, 
you will be enjoying the many 
privileges a membership card af­
fords.
The Cabinet consists of President 
- C. Etta White; Vice President - 
Jane Sampson; Recording Secre­
tary - Audrey Harrison; Corres­
ponding Secretary - Hazel Flow­
ers; Treasurer - Gwendolyn Ro­
binson; Reporter - Barbara Walk­
er; Social Chairman - Dorothy 
Dailey; Publicity - Grace Kelley. 
Our adviser is Mrs. C. K. Farris.
The domitory representatives 
include: Lorna Wilson in Abby; 
Eleanor Hinton in Bessie Strong; 
G-ail King in Morehouse South; 
Faye Jones in Morehouse North; 
Judy Tillman in the city; Gwen­
dolyn Robinson in Packard; Jane 
Sampson in’Morgan, and C. Etta 
White in Chadwick.
The Young Women’s Christian 
Association here at Spelman is 
one. We urge you to join one of 
the miniature clubs. They are the 
Campus Affairs Interest Group 
with Marilyn Gibson as Chairman, 
Community Affairs which is led 
by Juanita Robinson and Barbara 
Madden, and the International 
Affairs Group with Leila Simmons 
as leader.
But now, merely obtaining your 
membership card is your first 
goal. You may then wait until the 
second Sunday to become affili­
ated with the group of your 
•choice. It is on this occasion, 
October 13, that we all gather 
for the first time. See you then!
C. E. W.
crimination in apprenticeship pro­
grams of building, plumbing, 
printing and electrical unions-to 
name a few.
Lomax only mentions in passing 
the burden American society, via 
prejudice and discrimination, 
places on Negroes. I can’t under­
stand why Mr. Lomax doesn’t 
stress the importance of this when 
it is universally recognized. Even 
he cannot deny the 1954-1955 
Brown decisions which declared 
segregated education (and opened 
the way for other areas of segre­
gation to be ruled upon in like 
manner) damaging and therefore 
unconstitutional. If Mr. Lomax 
had been on the Supreme Court, 
Negroes would have been urged 
to “study-in” until they brought 
themselves up to the level of 
white people.
Taking one of his specific 
examples, even if the Urban Lea­
gue found the 1,000 qualified 
Negroes whom they say they can 
place, would all that he claims 
automatically follow? Is more 
money all a Negro needs for bet­
ter housing — or will attempts to 
move into white neighborhoods 
be met with mobs, bombs, and 
vandalism as was the experience 
of the family of a skilled Negro 
in Philadelphia? Can Mr. Lomax 
honestly say . that the only thing 
barring Negroes from living in 
integrated neighborhoods is lack 
of mopey?
I was particularly astounded by 
his flat statement that integrated 
housing and schools will automa­
tically give Negroes a “. . . more 
typically American upbringing”. 
This appears to me to say that 
Negroes are not” . . . typically 
American.” — Where else do you 
find it,- outside of South Africa?
STEVENS
(Continued from Page 2)
when she learns that a professor 
such as Dr. Howard Zinn has 
been dismissed. This concern is 
generated by the fact that this 
man’s absence constitutes a great 
loss to the college community in 
general, and to the student in 
particular. I understand your be­
wilderment about this matter — 
I share it. To list this man’s 
contributions to this college and 
to the community at large would 
be unnecessary. You are all 
aware of them. They are many 
and impressive. And every young 
woman who was fortunate 
enough to be his student remem­
bers Dr. Zinn’s genuine interest 
in her and how he taught her to 
have faith in her ability and 
faith in her intellfigene.
There are few Dr. Zinns in the 
world. Spelman was fortunate to 
have one in her midst. As Presi­
dent of the student body, I artic­
ulate a need — the need to know 
why this professor who is na­
tionally acclaimed as a scholar, 
who is an excellent professor, is 
no longer here to inspire (as he 
and he alone can do) the student 
to excel.
The Student Council feels that 
the Zinn matter is a matter 
which concerns each of us. You 
will hear more about it.
The thoughts in this region of 
my mind have not been exhaust­
ed. As I stated at the beginning 
I cannot say all here. Attend 
your SSGA meeting — there I 
will continue this letter.
Sincerely yours,
Betty Stevens
The Attorney General of the 
United States, Robert Kennedy, 
has said as quoted most recently 
in Judge J. Skelley Wright’s Re­
porter article, September 26, 1963, 
“For generations, Americans have 
prided themselves on being a 
people with democratic ideals — 
a people who pay no attention to 
a man’s race, creed, or color . . . 
it has not been true”. Could At­
torney General Kennedy have 
made this statement, before Con­
gress, unchallenged and practic­
ally unnoticed, if Americans do 
not universally acknowledge, ac­
cept and practice segregation as 
typical?
Lomax mentions only briefly 
the great handicap most Negro 
students suffer from the time they 
get to college. According to Sep­
tember 22, 1963 New York Times, 
in one Negro college “. . . about 
half of the incoming freshmen 
were even with or below the 
eighth-grade level in mathematics 
and training”. Can you plunge 
people like this into a college 
curriculum?
I think articles such as this one 
do a great disservice. Many white 
people will seize upon it and use 
it to justify their continuing dis­
crimination. “Why hire a Negro 
when Negroes aren’t qualified and 
ready, and don’t care about chang­
ing? But worse, it gives Negroes 
the idea that there are hundreds 
of jobs waiting for them ■— and 
if they can’t find one they are at 
fault. I do not doubt for a minute 
that some industries would like 
to hire Negroes in certain positions 
and cannot find anyone to fill 
them. I can see all around me that 
many Negroes limit themselves 
When it comes to occupational 
choice and training. But, also, 
don’t sociologists all agree that 
minorities, due to the great emo­
tional impact of prejudice on the 
psyche, come in time to believe 
and live the stereotypes? They 
have even named this the self­
limiting factor. Most important, 
Mr. Lomax ignores the fact that 
prejudice still exists. Does he 
point out that even if young Ne­
groes strive to go to college and 
to enter new occupations, they can 
only expect the sum of their 
life’s earnings to equal those of 
an eighth-grade white student (as 
found by the State of Connecticut 
Commission on Civil Rights)? 
Does he say, as Mr. Glenn, sociolo­
gist at the University of Illinois 
in his summer, 1963 Phylon ar­
ticle, “. . . discrimination against 
non-white individuals is still 
strong enough to keep most non­
whites at a lower occupational 
level than whites with the same 
quality and quantity of education”. 
At the 1950-1960 rates of absolute 
change (increase of Negroes with­
in various occupational groups) 
non-whites would attain occupa­
tional equality within 93 years 
from 1960, income equality (of 
persons) within 219 years . . .”?
Walter Lippman, in Newsweek, 
September 16, 1963, “The Negroes’ 
Grievances” gives the best answer 
to Lomax’s arguments.
“. . . there can be no solution 
of the Negro labor problem even 
if hiring and firing could be 
equalized. For we have a chronic 
lack of demand for about 5Vi % 
of the people wanting jobs. . . A 
real solution can be had only in 
an upsurge of the American econ­
omy which will increase the de­
mand for labor, white and black, 
by some 2 million to 3 million 
jobs. . . . They (the economic 
grievances of the Negroes) are 
an inseparable part of the nation­
al problem of how to stimulate 
the American economy — how to 
provide that much higher standard 
of life which is within the capacity 
of our technology, our resources, 
our capital reserves, and our labor 
force. Here there is no near pros­




The Spelman College family is 
happy to welcome an addition to 
its administrative body in the 
person of Mrs. Naomi R. Chivers. 
As of September, 1963, Mrs. Chi­
vers assumed her duties as Spel­
man’s new Dean of Women.
A native of Lawrenceville, Vir­
ginia, Mrs. Chivers received her 
undergraduate and graduate 
training at Hampton Institute 
and New York University re­
spectively. For several years she 
was an instructor of English and 
history at Lunenburg High School 
in Virginia, and later was an in­
structor in psychology and Eng­
lish at Saint Paul’s College in 
her hometown of Lawrenceville. 
Subsequently, she served as Dean 
of Women at Saint Paul’s for 
sixteen years.
Certainly Mrs. Chivers is no 
stranger to many of Spelman’s 
upperclassmen, for they know 
her as one with a ready smile, 
one with a spirit of kindness and 
of dedication. She taught courses 
in English and in Education here 
for several years, and supervised 
the English clinic, which she, 
herself, initiated. In addition, she 
was the efficient supervisor of 
the student teachers at the sec­
ondary level, a position to which 
she was truly devoted.
September 3, 1963 marked the 
beginning of a cooperative work­
shop held on Spelman’s campus. 
This was the product of Dean 
Chivers’ sincere desire to see im­
plemented during the 1963-64 
school year, a planned program, 
creating in all its aspects a col­
lege atmosphere conducive to 
learning, academically, socially, 
politically, and culturally. Through 
the cooperation of student leaders, 
head residents, counselors, and 
faculty advisors, it was possible 
to map out several plans of ac­
tion for the year. Dean Chivers, 
as did all who participated in 
this effort, which lasted one 
week, considered the workshop 
fruitful. She said that this work­
shop helped her, particularly, to 
become acquainted with the va­
rious functions of the groups on 
campus.
When an administrator is sin­
cerely and totally concerned with 
providing the best possible con­
ditions for the growth and de­
velopment of her students, it us­
ually takes very little time for 
the students to sense this dedi­
cation and to appreciate it. In 
view of all she has done in such 
a short time, one must conclude 
that Dean Chivers surely has this 
total concern and dedication. In 
her own words, “My greatest an­
xiety is that every potential in 
each person can be translated 
into creative activity, and that 
each person will feel a sense of 
achievement at the end of each 
year. With these goals in mind, 




(Continued from Page 3)
festival held at Coblain-la-Tour 
along with about forty other acts. 
Jazz polls are held in Norway, 
Finland, Japan and numerous 
other countries every year. Our 
American musicans are always 
better accepted than their own.
The United States is known for 
its music, though, and most 
foreign musicians take cues and 
styles from ours. It’s quite a com­
pliment to us.
WHAT’S NEW?
Seven Steps to Heaven by Miles 
Davis on Columbia,
The Gospel Truth by Les Mc­
Cann (Pacific Jazz 69),
Town Hall Concert by Charlie 
Mingus (Atlantic 1407).
If anyone wants to know about
WILPF Offers 
Challenge
The Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom 
was started in 1915 during World 
War I with Jane Addams as its 
first president. Throughout its 
history it has maintained its pur­
pose: to work for the achieve­
ment by peaceful means of those 
political, economic, social and 
psychological conditions through­
out the world which can assure 
peace and freedom. Three impor­
tant aims of the WILPF will be 
discussed here.
The WILPF has worked 
through various means to bring 
about forceful action for the 
preservation of democracy. To­
ward this end, the organization 
focuses its efforts upon interna­
tional and domestic affairs.
The WILPF supports all steps 
leading to general and complete 
disarmament under law with 
United Nation’s inspection and 
control. It believes that only to­
tal and universal disarmament 
under UN supervision offer any 
security in this nuclear age. It 
further urges the permanent abo­
lition of nuclear testing as an 
immediate and basic step toward 
attaining this goal.
The WILPF urges effective ac­
tion to eliminate from all phases 
of our national life, discrimina­
tion based on race, sex, religion, 
politics, economic status or na­
tional origin.
Undergraduate women are wel­
comed as members into this or­
ganization. It would be wonder­
ful if Spelman could establish a 
local chapter and affiliate with 
the national groups. Numerous op­
portunities are available for stu­
dent members to attend national 
conferences throughout the year. 
Students interested in becoming 
members of this worthwhile or­
ganization should contact Ida 
Rose McCree.
STRICTLY SPEAKING
(Continued from page 2) 
like a soldier trained on the battle­
field of education. Academically,' 
he is well-prepared to take on, 
with deep insight and understand­
ing, the engaging and intellectual­
ly challenging problems in this 
age old decision. Socially, he is 
armed to communicate effectively 
and persuasively, for it is through 
effective communication that ef­
fective understanding is accom­
plished. Morally, he guards him­
self well against the burning pit 
of prejudice and discrimination.
These two evils, prejudice and 
discrimination, have kept the 
Negro from becoming well-edu­
cated. But these are only two 
reasons for his ill success. The 
third and most astonishing ob­
stacle that deters the Negro in this 
regard is himself. The apathetic 
Negro finds it hard to realize that 
education is his most immediate 
and most indispensable weapon. 
With the sword of education he 
can slash through iron barriers, 
some which even money and pro­
perty could not penetrate.
In conclusion, I leave with you 
the Negro’s “declaration of inde­
pendence,” which, in essence, 
states that all men are created 
with the ability to learn and to 
reach greater heights through 
education; that through education 
men shall free themselves from 
the bondage of ignorance; and that 
life, liberty and the pursuit of 
education should be the goal of 
all people whether they be a 
majority or a minority. Hence, 
abideth these three: academic edu­
cation. social education, and moral 
education.
a particular jazz artist, send a 
note to the Publications Office and 
I’ll see what I can do. See Ya!
—Joanne Merry
